Introduction
The origin of the numerous polarity changes of the geomagnetic field over the geological time scale is still poorly understood. Marine magnetic anomalies clearly display large changes in reversal frequency since the Upper Jurassic, suggesting a long time constant of about 150 My (McFadden and Merrill, 1984) , and magnetostratigraphic results from the Upper Permian to the Middle Jurassic roughly confirm this suggestion since approximately 320 My (Gallet et al., 1992) . This type of long-term behaviour reflects either an intrinsic property of the dynamo process itself or a response of the dynamo to some external forcing (e.g. McFadden and Merrill, 1984; Gubbins, 1987) . Recently, Gallet and Courtillot (1995) proposed to complete the commonly used analysis in frequency by displaying the successive lengths of polarity intervals as a function of their order of occurrence in the sequence. In the present study we further consider this representation and point out that it provides new insights on the description of the GPTS since the Upper Jurassic (about 160 Ma) . We next plotted histograms of the duration of the magnetic intervals for the 3 segments (Fig. 2a) . Each number of intervals has been divided by the total number of intervals withit/the respective segment. Whereas segments A and C are indeed very similar, segment B clearly differs eventhough we did not take the onset of B and the Cretaceous superchron into accoufit. Plotting histograms of the relative duration of the magnetic intervals with respect to the time varying estimate of [t gives a different picture (Fig. 2b) 
